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Dear Friends,

As a servant leader for The Anchorage in my third year, Catherine asked me to 
write the fall appeal letter for this month’s Depth Soundings. I considered this over 
the following week but did not get a clear sign whether I should accept her request. 
I have been here before. In the absence of the divine nudge, I trusted her guidance. 
I learned 17 years ago when I once desperately needed and sought guidance 
from God on a real life and death decision and did not get it, to trust my heart and 
proceed accordingly until the situation unfolds and revels itself. There is the bigger 
picture that we are not always privy to. 

This has been a tough month for my family with the fall and passing of my father, 
my father’s funeral last Saturday, moving my mom into assisted living, the 
launching next week of my estranged son who was living with mom and dad, 
and the preparation for the sale of their home.  We all work hard to make the right 
decisions, the perfect decisions, when there are no perfect ones. Only those we try 
our hardest to do and execute in love. Change can be hard.

When I first came on as a Servant Leader, the board was exploring the next chapter 
for The Anchorage after Catherine’s retirement. Two years later we are no closer to 
knowing the specifics of that chapter, however as a board we now know without 
a doubt that The Anchorage must go on. The work is important and needed in our 
community. This is abundantly clear to us, no question. My appeal to you is two-
fold. Pray for our board and Catherine as we explore and discern the details of the 
next chapter. We will get there. The second is for your donations to support the 
work we are doing and will do in the future. I do not have the space here to share 
the significant role that The Anchorage has served in my contemplative journey 
over the last 10 years, but the spiritual direction, the Desert Days, and the support 
given to me has been invaluable. I know that it has been for many of you too. 
The world needs more discerning individuals and the communities that guide and 
bolster them. 

Thank you for your consideration, prayer, and support.

With Love,
Mike Smith, servant leader with The Anchorage 
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